
Inside this issue: 

Programs &  Field trips 2 

Ways & Means 2 

SPMA 2020 Officers 2 

Letter from the Editor 3 

Membership  3 

Yuma Group letter 4 

Articles 5-6 

Membership 6 

DIY Solar Furnace 7-8 

Board & Committee  9 

Metal Detecting 9 

Advertisement  & Calendar 10 

Upcoming Events 

Jan  11th Yuma Cancelled 
SPMA Yuma Meeting is no 
longer held. All meetings are 
cancelled until further notice. 
 
Jan 13th:  
6:30pm, Board of Directors 
meeting  Gem and Mineral 
Building in Balboa Park. 
 
Jan 21st: 
6:30 pm, General Membership  
meeting at   4425 Bannock 
Ave San Diego, Ca. 92117 
 
Jan 26th: 
Metal Detecting  OB 

has very low levels of gold and very 
high levels of other salts. 
January’s Gold Question? Where 
does the gold in the ocean come 
from? Hydrothermal vents. A hydro-
thermal vent is a fissure on the sea-
floor from which geothermally heated 
water issues. Hydrothermal vents are 
commonly found near volcanically 
active places, areas where tectonic 
plates are moving apart at spreading 
centers, ocean basins, and hotspots. 
Hydrothermal deposits are rocks and 
mineral ore deposits formed by the 
action of hydrothermal vents. 
 

Hydrothermal vents exist because 
the earth is both geologically active 
and has large amounts of water on its 
surface and within its crust. Under 
the sea, hydrothermal vents may 
form features called black smokers or 
white smokers. Relative to the majori-
ty of the deep sea, the areas around 
submarine hydrothermal vents are 
biologically more productive, often 
hosting complex communities fueled 
by the chemicals dissolved in the 
vent fluids. Chemosynthetic bacteria 
and archaea form the base of the 
food chain, supporting diverse organ-
isms, including giant tube worms, 
clams, limpets and shrimp. Active 
hydrothermal vents are thought to 
exist on Jupiter's moon Europa, and 
Saturn's moon Enceladus, and it is 
speculated that ancient hydrothermal 
vents once existed on Mars. 
 

Hydrothermal vents in the deep 
ocean typically form along the mid-
ocean ridges, such as the East Pacif-
ic Rise and the Mid-Atlantic Ridge. 
These are locations where two tec-
tonic plates are diverging and new 
crust is being formed. 
 

February’s Gold Question: Where 
was the first gold pan made? 
 

Happy Digging, Brian Turner SPMA 

Welcome to the Assay, 
 

Mining Trips: Here are details on 
the Cargo outing.  We are to meet 
on Ogilby Road on the intersection 
of Ogilby Rd and American Girl 
Mine Road, at 9:00am on Friday, 
January 31,2020, or 9:00am Sat-
urday February 1,2020.  From 
there you will be guided to the 
claim. When we arrive, we will tour 
the claim.  We will rockhound 
before we get to the claim. 
 

The details for the Presidents Day 
outing are as follows: We will meet 
at the Imperial Date Garden on 
1517 York Road at 9:00a.m. Fri-
day, February 14, 2020 or 9:00 
a.m.Saturday, February 15, 2020. 
From there we will tour the five 
claims.  
 

The details for the Twenty Palms 
gold prospecting outing are as 
follows: We will meet at the inter-
section of Hwy. 62 and Gold 
Crown Road at 9:00 a.m. Friday, 
March 27, 2020, or 9:00 a.m. 
Saturday, March 28, 2020.  From 
there you will be guided to the 
claim. There is room at the claim 
to park motor homes and camp-
ers.  
 

GPAA Gold Shows: February 15-
16.  At the Pomona Fairplex. The 
address is 1101 West McKinley 
Ave., Pomona, CA 91789. 
March 7-8. At the Arizona State 
Fairgrounds. The address is 1826 
W. McDowell Road, Phoenix, AZ 
85007. 
 

Panning for microscopic gold: If 
you’ve ever seen pictures of the 
California Gold Rush, you might 
remember images of men sitting 
by a river pouring water through a 
grated pan. If they got lucky, they 

might find a golden nugget or two. 
Most such prospectors came back 
unsuccessful, so nowadays we typical-
ly get gold from mining for ore instead. 
Mining for gold is expensive and uses 
a lot of material to make a small 
amount of gold. That could soon 
change. A team of chemists from Swit-
zerland has developed a tool that can 
capture individual gold ions from water 
sources. It functions almost like a 
microscopic gold-pan.  
The tool is called a type of MOF, or 
Metal Organic Framework. In a MOF, 
a small set of organic molecules sur-
round a metal atom, in this case, iron, 
like a cage. This new MOF is exposed 
to a polymer, a long chain of repeating 
molecular units, and the MOF causes 
the polymer to swell up into a porous 
structure. The polymer then grabs gold 
ions from water and adds an extra 
electron to form metallic gold. Unable 
to leave, the metallic gold is then stuck 
in the polymer. It’s almost like the MOF 
works as a pan fishing out a single 
atom of gold at a time, instead of a 
larger rarer nugget. 
 

The researchers found that each com-
bined gram of polymer and MOF put 
into the solution could remove almost 
one gram of gold before becoming 
saturated. They then tested their new 
material in a variety of water sources, 
including water used to extract metals 
from old or broken electronic devices, 
rivers near mining operations, and 
wastewater shown to have high levels 
of gold. They were able to remove 
between 90 and 99 percent of the gold 
in each solution, often in as little as 
two minutes. Furthermore, the material 
didn’t remove many non-gold metals in 
the water and the gold had a purity of 
23.9 Karats. The researchers hope to 
further refine their material to remove 
gold from the ocean, which is particu-
larly challenging because the ocean 

President’s Message 

Recent Gold Spot Price  

$1,522.00 

THE SOUTHWESTERN PROSPECTORS  

AND MINERS ASSOCIATION 
- Founded 1934 - 

 

Meeting held the Third Tuesday of Each Month 
at 6:30 PM Clairemont Friendship Senior Center  

4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117. www.spma-gold.org 

Jan 2020 

Taken from: Dec 14 2018 Harvard Blog  Managing Correspondent: Emily Kerr  

http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2018/panning-microscopic-gold/  

And Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia :  Hydrothermal vent 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/4425+Bannock+Ave,+San+Diego,+CA+92117/@32.8326036,-117.1989228,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80dc008ab3d7166b:0xdbe5f7da2026ec4f!8m2!3d32.8326036!4d-117.1967341
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4425+Bannock+Ave,+San+Diego,+CA+92117/@32.8326036,-117.1989228,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80dc008ab3d7166b:0xdbe5f7da2026ec4f!8m2!3d32.8326036!4d-117.1967341
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4425+Bannock+Ave,+San+Diego,+CA+92117/@32.8326036,-117.1989228,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80dc008ab3d7166b:0xdbe5f7da2026ec4f!8m2!3d32.8326036!4d-117.1967341
http://www.spma-gold.org
http://sitn.hms.harvard.edu/flash/2018/panning-microscopic-gold/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydrothermal_vent


 Field Trip & Event Schedule 
January- Cargo outing Jan 31- Feb 1 
 
February- Pot Holes Feb14-15 
 
March- 29 Palms Mar 27-28 

Ways and Means 
 

 

No raffle at the Christmas Dinner 

Meeting Agenda 
January- Don Star will discuss mining laws. 
 

February-  TBA 

 

 

 

Greg Terrones 

 Michele Ashton 
  Resigning 13 Jan 

  Mike Gibson 
 Resigned 25 Nov 

 

 

 

Richard Martin

  Joe Johanek  
 

 Association Continuity Advisor 
  Non Director Position 

 

 

Brian Turner 

 

  Joe Johanek 

 

 

    R.J. Wingo 



~ A Letter From the Editor ~ 
 I have taken great pleasure in providing you the Assay for the last seven or so 

years. In the Membership role, this last year, I grew to know more of you 

through email communication and enjoyable phone conversations. I am honored to 

have received so many wonderful compliments from you and the gift subscription 

to ICJM magazine. You have made my task as Assay Editor and Membership  

Manager extremely gratifying. Thank you so very much ! 
 

Regretfully, I will be resigning as your Secretary, Assay Editor and Membership Manager. Patrick 

and I have chosen to part ways with the SPMA. The leadership has made it clear that we do not  

belong and are not welcome to participate. As incoming Secretary I took my position seriously. The 

Directors have a duty to you, it’s members, and the Organization; to follow Corporate Non-profit law 

and rules set forth in the Bylaws. While preparing for this role I discovered serious discrepancies.  
 

One of the major issues uncovered:  

The Organization is currently in a state 

of Delinquency & is not authorized to 

operate until it’s corrected.  

 

Other issues: (Apathy) Mishandled 

funds, no action taken on fraudulent 

membership attempt, Bylaws out of 

date, voting irregularity, raffle permits 

not filed, inaccurate government reports 

and records, Membership not informed 

or updated on issues of importance,  

selective rule enforcement based on 

friendship status, etc... All which may 

cause loss of non-profit status and your 

association ! 
 

I’ve made an effort to advise the Leadership of their responsibilities by email, letter & phone. For 

which I am being labeled a dictator and harassing the Board. The Directors’ indifference to their 

fiduciary duties, disinterest in numerous procedure & ethics indiscretions is unacceptable. I’m told 

this has always been a “Good Ol’ Boys Club”. I can not nor will not support that mentality; it is a 

detriment to the Membership, the Organization and the Association Charitable Objectives.  

I’ve been asked to make a Correction to my December Editor Letter  
 

In good faith, I informed you of the positive changes made this past  year. It was not / nor is not my intention to 
cause harm to any individual or business that has been associated with the SPMA. We still offer business to 
individuals and or companies that have done work for us in the past.   
 

I’ll restate the idea in a softer manner.   We no longer do print work with only one business or individual handling all 
our printing needs; jobs are bid out in a competitive manner to at least 3 companies. Other capital dealings have 
changed; assets are spread out among committees & all checks over $300 required a 2nd signer.  
 

For the good of the membership and Corporation, I hope SPMA does not revert back to their former  
Business practices.  

We have been members for about 10 yrs. Enjoyed our time out on the claims with you and appreciate 

those of you offering your time to teach us the ropes of prospecting. We will continue to promote  

prospecting and educate the community on our own, with other mining groups or with friends we’ve 

made in the field and at meetings. Although we can no longer support the SPMA; I wish all of you 

the best in years to come. Feel free to stay in touch 619-339-7631 or 619-434-1473.   

   Michele A. 



To The Yuma Group 
It is with a heavy heart that I have to say this, but this will be my last letter 

to all of you. Betty and I have been with the SPMA for  approximately 30 

years now, and we will not be renewing our membership with the SPMA. 

Due to some unforeseen circumstances, we have decided to depart the SPMA 

and work our local claims that we have acquired. I hope that all the friends 

we have acquired over the years will continue to drop in at the house and 

have that cup of coffee that I have offered to all SPMA members over the 

yeas. Your friendship will always be cherished. Additionally, even though we 

are no long a part of the organization, I will always be open to helping those 

who may require it. Over the last 40 (or more) year of prospecting I have  

acquired a lot of knowledge especially in the Yuma area since I was raised 

here, not only in the use of equipment, but for those who wish to broaden 

their experience outside of just the Pot-holes. 

 

 

Additionally, since we are leaving, there will no longer be any Saturday monthly meetings at the  

Pot-holes for the winter visitors, nor will I be sponsoring the February outing on Presidents Day.  I have 

notified the organization that they need to establish means whereby the winter visitors can acquire 

their memberships and do so expediently. But keep in mind, the organization is only as good as their 

members. Telephone number and E-mail address are now on the SPMA web sight for the members use, 

so use them!  If you have a problem, call them !  You are paying for certain services and assistance as 

members. Remember, its the squeaky wheel that gets the grease. Keep in mind that if I can be of service 

for any reason call me (at the number listed below) I will advice you the best I can for any reason. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
So, for now, Betty and I will be waiting for you to 
drop in at the house. 
We ask for your prayers as we do for you.  
 
Jim and Betty Perkey 
My GOD Bless 

11342 E 38th St, Yuma AZ 85367 

928-503-7402 



Potholes Thanksgiving Outing 
 

 

The event was attended from 26 November to 1 December. We had approximately 37 people in and out on 28th 

and 20 people on the 30th. Varied number of people from 10-15 on the other days. Thanksgiving day started out 

gloomy but that didn’t hinder Lee & Pat  Darling from setting up the raffle and gold sales table. Everyone scram-

bled to buy tickets for the super prizes offered. Those of you that weren't able to attend missed out on a tasty well 

prepared meal and a cozy (but damp) gathering.  This event has been put on by JIm and Betty Perkey for a few 

years now. They go all out and produce a fabulous get together. It gets better each year ! We had turkey, ham,  

potatoes, gravy, salads along with all of the fixings, and plenty of yummy deserts.  All had a wonderful time laugh-

ing and sharing stories huddled under a group of easy-ups to keep us dry as it poured rain during dinner. The rain 

ceased for a short time; everyone was excited to get on with the event...Jim auctioned off a donated 2inch dredge, 

held a 50/50, called off gold nugget & raffle winners. The few members attending really pulled through, dug deep 

into their pockets, to support the Perkeys & the event they worked so diligently to put on.  Lee D. runs the raffle 

proficiently by only offering items after enough tickets are sold to cover  the costs and some. There was several 

donated items from Mike K. for raffle as well. All told the organization brought in just over $1,800.00. I want the 

attendees to know that your support has not gone unnoticed. Thank-you all who participated; brought a dish to 

share, purchased all those tickets and gold bags. Later that evening the storm raged in with heavy winds and rain. 

All survived till the next Moring except the easy-ups that turned into a pile of mangled metal & cloth. Despite the  

weather a great time was had by all ! 

    

Pat & Lee at the ticket sales table 

Check In 

Beautiful after dinner rainbow 

The day after 



Mike Klatt dredge winner 

Membership   
New memberships are $55. Renewal memberships are $45. Please make check or money order payable 

to SPMA Membership. Mail to: SPMA Membership  P O Box-904, La Mesa, Ca 91944-0904 or bring a 

check, money order, or cash to a meeting. There is currently no Treasurer, Secretary or Membership 

Manager.  Ioe Johanek is standing in until an Official Treasurer is elected.  Contact SPMA President for 

information on Secretary & Membership responsibilities until a Secretary is elected. 
 

E-Claim Maps  

Get your maps or download your maps NOW  ! 

I will offer the e-maps until January 13th after that, the link will be shut down.  
E-maps work with your smart device & google directions to take you into the claim. I will e-mail a link 

for maps to any up-to-date SPMA member on my list as of Dec 31, 2019.  

If you need assistance with maps I’ll be happy to help.  

E-mail  SPMA.Membership@hotmail.com   or   Call  619-434-1473 leave message if I don’t answer 

Raffle & Nugget Winners 

Lynne LaChapelle  12.8 

       7.82 
Rick Erfert   11.57    

Andrew  Rehm 10.8 

Claims Update 
2 Buck Canyon Claims in Ranchita has been dropped  (E-map set 1of4) 

SD Able Claims have been revised and combined as 1 claim SD Able #10 - 17 (E-map set 2of4) 
 

E-claim Map sets  1 of 4 ,   2 of 4   and 4of 4  (claim index)   Have been updated to reflect these changes  

mailto:spma.membership@hotmail.com


John & Mary Troseth shared this DIY equipment with the SPMA some years ago 





Membership  Resigning 13 Jan 20 

Photographer Open  

Assay Editor Resigning 13 Jan 20 

Mining Demos Richard Seany 619-460-2736 

Claims Committee Joe Johanek 858-273-5987 

Gold Committee Joe Johanek 858-273-5987 

Metal Detecting Frank Trutta 760-743-8516 

Legislative Rep. Open  

Library Joe Johanek 858-273-5987 

Ways and Means Greg Terrones 619-948-8613 

Refreshments Joan Rufener 619-302-2824  

Trip Coordinator Brian Turner 858-864-0465 

Fair Committee Joe Johanek 858-273-5987 

Website manager Tom Heffernan    619-697-8187   

SPMA website    www.spma-gold.org  

Yuma Group Resigned 14 Dec 19 

News & Info Pam Clements 619-208-8414 

Yahoo Forum Blakely Sanford 760-633-1787 

 

GPAA UPDATE   By Frank M. Trutta 

Checking with GPAA I found out you can join or re-new your membership on line but will have to pay for any items shipped 

to you.  You can join or re-new your membership at any of their authorized dealers and not pay for any shipping. Should you 

have any questions call me at my shop, Columbia Metal Detectors, 760 743-8516. 

Metal Detecting 

Searching the Beaches . . . .                                                  by  Frank M. Trutta  
 

This time of the year with no beach traffic hunting is almost limited to the low tide area.  Break out 

your machines that will handle the salt water.   

 

My next hunt will be at Ocean Beach on January 26th at 1:00 pm to catch the low tide and we will meet 

at 4:00 to check out our finds. 

 

 

 

Should you have any questions call me at my shop, 

Columbia Metal Detectors, at 760 743-8516. 

Hunt smart! 

SPMA Annual Christmas Potluck  
 There was about 30 or so members at the dinner.  
It was great to see some old friends we haven’t seen in 
a quite a while. Everyone brought a dish & there was 
plenty to eat. Thanks, John & Mary Troseth for doing 
the decorations &  Joan Rufener for a superlative job 
putting the event together. 

President  Brian Turner 858-864-0465 

Vice  
President 

Richard Martin 
619-792-5464 
dickm21066@yahoo.com 

Secretary Resigning 13 Jan 20 

Treasurer Resigned 25 Nov 19 

Sr. Director RJ Wingo 619-461-9066 

Jr. Director Greg Terrones 619-948-8613 

Past President Joe Johanek 858-273-5987 

Your Committee Members Your Officers 

http://www.spma-gold.org
https://groups.yahoo.com/neo/groups/spma2/info


We’re On 
Line ! 

 

www.spma-gold.org 
 

Yahoo Forums 
http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/spma2  

 

http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/spma_Members_Only 

Southwestern Prospectors & 

Miners Association 
P.O. Box 904  La Mesa, CA   

91944-0904 

Message Center 
619-685-4488 

  The square colored days are meeting nights. Board Meeting is the second Monday of each month, the General Meeting is 

the third Tuesday of the month.  The circled days are scheduled Outings.       

 

Assay articles are no longer accepted at assayeditor@hotmail.com   
Contact the President for future news letter information 

 

 Cargo outing Jan 31- Feb 1 

G 

B 

 Pot Holes Feb14-15 

General Meeting Location 
 

San Diego General meeting will be held every 
3rd Tuesday each month at 6:30 to 9:30 pm. at: 
4425 Bannock Ave. San Diego 92117. Meeting 
location is on the back side of the building. 

 
 

January 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

February 2020 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

B 

G 

 Jan 26 OB  Metal Detecting 

Gold Buddy or  Thompson Dry Washer 
 
 

Contact Kirk 208-880-6609 

http://www.spma-gold.org
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/spma2
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/spma2
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/spma_Members_Only
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/spma_Members_Only
mailto:assayeditor@hotmail.com
https://www.google.com/maps/place/4425+Bannock+Ave,+San+Diego,+CA+92117/@32.8326036,-117.1989228,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x80dc008ab3d7166b:0xdbe5f7da2026ec4f!8m2!3d32.8326036!4d-117.1967341

